
Ironton, Ohio ; Dr. P. A. Walling, Park Rapids, Minn. ; Dr.
J. E. Woodbridge, Cleveland, Ohio ; Dr.  . M. Walrath, St.
Paul, Minn. ; Dr. Geo. W. Webster, Chicago ; Dr. A. L.
Wright, Carroll, Iowa; Dr. Wm. J. Younger, San Francisco;
Dr. Henry B. Young and wife, Burlington, Iowa.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS.
As we go to press we learn by telegraph of the elec¬

tion of Prof. Nicholas Senn, of Chicago, to the Pres¬
idency of the Association for the ensuing year; Gen.
Geo. M. Sternberg, U. S.  ., has been elected Vice-
President. Members of the Board of Trustees: Dr.
E. E. Montgomery, Philadelphia (reëlected); Dr.
Joseph M. Mathews, Louisville; Dr. C. A. L. Reed,
Cincinnati; and Dr. G. C. Savage, of Nashville, to
fill the vacancy caused by the death of Dr. James E.
Reeves.

The annual addresses will be delivered by Dr.
Austin Flint, of New York, on General Medicine;
Dr. Wm. W. Keen, of Pennsylvania, on General
Surgery, and Dr. Jerome Cochrane, of Alabama, on

State Medicine.
The next annual meeting will be held in Phila¬

delphia, the birthplace of the Association.

Dr. Reuben D. Mussey.
Wilmore, Pa., April 29, 1896.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Ibeg the privilege of thanking Dr. Hamil-
ton, through the Journal, for his article on the life of Dr.
Mussey. I know of no doctor in the past, or present time, of
whom I was so truly glad to learn, of his life and character,
as that of Dr. Mussey.

Within the last few months, through the kindness of Dr.
Parsons of Portsmouth, N. H., I learned of the life of Dr.
Mussey, before his coming to Ohio, as given before the New
Hampshire Medical Society, at its one hundredth anniversary,
and now I have the excellent article, by Dr. Hamilton, with a

good picture of Dr. Mussey ; his autograph I have had for a

long time, as found attached to my father's diploma, given to
him at Dartsmouth Medical College in 1835\p=m-\Dr.Mussey was

lecturing on anatomy, surgery and obstetrics at that time.
My father, Dr. Cyrus Blaisdell, who died when I was some

six years of age, was a favorite student of Dr. Mussey, it would
seem, who after receiving a thorough training in anatomy and
surgery under Dr. Moses Sweat of Maine graduated at Darts-
mouth, remaining after that six months as a private student
with Dr. Mussey, where he had the benefit of his teaching and
friendship. Dr. Sweat at that time was one, if not the best, of the
country doctors in the State of Maine, he having had the assis¬
tance for years of Dr. Alexander Ramsey of Edinburgh, Scot¬
land, he having lectured in that city before coming to America.
Sweat when an old man, past eighty, said Dr. Blaisdell was the
best read student that he had ever had under his care.

In looking over files of letters, in the old leather trunk that
did service for two generations of students, at Dartsmouth and
Brunswick colleges, I find a number of letters, written by Dr.
Mussey, one also by Dr. Alcot of Boston, to my father saying
that Dr. Mussey had referred him to Dr. Blaisdell for help,
on a book he was then preparing on Vegetable Diet.

The letters show him, Dr. Mussey, to be so much like the
character given him by Dr. Hamilton, that I can plainly see

how true the article is, as written by Dr. Hamilton ; the letters

show that he did not regard the practice of medicine the only
duties of a doctor, but that there were moral and social duties
that were required at his hands, and the letters show how
ready he was to give credit for moral and religious worth, as
found in his students, and to help them, as he best could byshowing their good points to advantage, by calling the atten¬
tion of those, who were able to judge liest in these matters ; he
must have been a big hearted man, one whose conflict with life
had not made him hard or selfish. I find among other papers,
a part of a temperance lecture, which must have been delivered
shortly after my father had left the medical school;· it was
about the time Neil Dow was beginning his temperance work
in Maine, some sixty years ago. The lecture met with much
favor, it would appear, in the rather scholarly town in which he
had located. I was surprised, to see how fearless as a young
doctor, he handled his subject, neither having fear of foe, or
quoting favors, showing plainly the action of alcohol in its
various forms on the human system, and its moral and political
influence throughout the broad land of ours. It appears to me,
although some sixty years have gone by, that he handled his
subject with as much skill and force as those of this later day,
and now I can see how fully he was prepared to battle with that
great evil of all times, intemperance, by having the example
and teaching of that great and religious man, Dr. Mussey, who
labored so faithfully for the moral good of his students.

How much pleasure it no doubt would have afforded Dr.
Mussey, could he have then known in life, that in years long
after, when life's work was over, he should be so well remem¬
bered, as he is in the article given us by Dr. Hamilton, and
it does seem good in these times of rush and push, on and on,
when one is forgotten ere he is hardly gone, that one yet finds
some, like Dr. Hamilton, who appreciate moral worth, and are

willing to bring it before those who are about coming on to the
field of action in life, and to whom it will be an incentive to do
right, because it is right, without fear or favor.

Very truly, Irving C. Blaisdell, M.D.

It may be One of Those Letters.
Groveland, Mass., April 29, 1896.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Iam surprised to find that the medical
journal which professes to lead medical journalism in this coun-

try, has space to print this attempted slur at the American
Medical Association. The question\p=m-\"TheAmerican Med-
ical Association, what is it?" reminds me of an experience
we had in the good old city of Boston not long ago.

Among the heroes of the Civil War was Col. Robert G.
Shaw, whose gallantry men who wore the blue or the gray were

equally glad to honor. As a slight tribute to his worth, it was

proposed to erect a statue to his memory, and the matter came

up for discussion in the council. One of the rulers of modern
Boston, an Irishman who, I presume, had not been very long
in this country, arose and asked, "Who was Col. Robt. G.
Shaw, anyhow?"

The American Medical Association, for some reason or

other which I am not able to understand, has some very bitter
enemies, and more the pity of it, among the medical profession
of this country.

I greatly regret that I can not be present at the meeting in
Atlanta. It would do me good just to look at the manly men,
members of the medical profession from all sections of this
great and growing country, who expend large sums of money,
often denying themselves, to do honor to the Association. So
in answer to the question, "The American Medical Associa¬
tion, what is it?" I would say for the benefit of those who do not
know, that it is an association composed of medical gentlemen
from every State and Territory of this Union, who meet for the
benefit of medical science to learn how to control disease and
be of service to their fellow men. The Association publishes
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a journal which in every respect is a credit to American med¬
ical genius.

I remember that the editor of the Record once said to me
that when he had a subject to discuss he would write a letter
purporting to come from a hayseed in some way-back town,
and then answer it. Perhaps this may be one of those letters.

With best wishes for the success of the American Medical
Association and of its meeting in Atlanta, together with my
sincere appreciation for the able manner in which our Journal
is managed and edited, I am, Very sincerely yours,

W. T. Parker, M.D.

Recurrent Scarlatina.
Montpelier, Ohio, April 29, 1896.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Thefollowing is to me a unique case, and may
prove so to many of the brethren. I therefore desire to report
it. Was called some time in January of this year to see a boy 10
years of age, suffering from well defined scarlatina. It ran the
usual course, desquamation being complete even to the finger
and toe nails. Four weeks ago, being the last of March, saw him
again, having scarlatina ; case pursued usual course, desquama-
tion as before. He had been up and around about a week, when
a third attack seized him ; desquamation is at the present time
going on. The exfoliation is so complete and followed so soon

after the second attack, that patient is rendered extremely
sensitive, in some situations blood oozing through the skin.

Five years ago, according to the parents, the boy had an

attack of scarlatina and was treated by a competent physician.
This makes four attacks in the same person, the last three hap¬
pening within four months. I should like to know if any of
the brethren have similar experiences, or whether this case is
particularly unique? Truly yours,

H. M. Byall, M.D.

To the Members of the Medical Profession.
Philadelphia, Pa., May 1, 1896.

My two collective reports which are already published
on Ice-cold Applications in Acute Pneumonia give a record of
one hundred and ninety-five cases so treated, with seven deaths,
or a mortality rate of 3.58 per cent.

Being desirous of making as full a report as possible on this
subject, I take the liberty of asking those who have tested this
measure to kindly give me the result of their experience. Full
credit will be given to each correspondent in the report which
I hope to publish. Blanks for the report of cases will be fur-
nished by me on application.

1829 Spruce Street.
Thomas J. Mays, M.D.

Southern Baptist Excursion.
Brooklyn, N. Y., April 29, 1896.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Icut the enclosed slip from the Watchman :

The Southern Baptist Excursion : The Seaboard Air Line
will run a personally conducted excursion to Chattanooga,
Tenn., for the Southern Baptist Convention to be held in that
city May 8 to 14 inclusive. Solid vestibuled train. One fare
for the round trip. For particulars address J. Strang, New
England Passenger Agent, Seaboard Air Line, 306 Washington
Street, Boston.

One would think that the railroad corporations could be, and
would wish to be, as liberal to those who care for the physical
as for the spiritual welfare of their patrons. I know the Jour-
nal is laboring in that direction. This requires no personal
reply. Yours truly, N. W. Leighton, M.D.

SOCIETY NEWS.
Medico=Legal Society of New York.\p=m-\Ata meeting of this society

held at the Marborough Hotel, April 15, among the scientific
papers read, was one on the R\l=o"\ntgenrays in medico-legal sur-

gery, by J. M. Bleyer, M.D.

The "Western Association of Eye, Ear, Throat and Nose
Surgeons" was organized at Kansas City, Mo., April 10.
Seventy-five surgeons were in attendance. Adolf Alt, of St.
Louis, was elected president.

The Tennessee State Medical Society held its sixty-third annual
meeting at Chattanooga, Tenn., April 14. President, G. C.
Savage, M.D., Nashville. The delegates were welcomed on

behalf of the citizens by Mayor Ochs, and by Dr. G. A. Baxter
on behalf of the local members of the profession. Among the
members who have been longest connected with the associa-
tion appear the names of Dr. J. B. Lindsley, Nashville, who
entered the society in 1845 ; Dr. T. Briggs and Dr. Thomas J.
Maddin, in 1853.

Mississippi State Medical Association.\p=m-\Thetwenty-ninth an-
nul meeting of this association convened at Vicksburg, Miss.,
April 16 ; President, Dr. R. H. Haralson, of Forrest City.
Hon. Murray F. Smith welcomed the association to the city.
Dr. T. P. Lockwood, of Crystal Springs, in his response advo¬
cated the establishment of a medical department of the Uni¬
versity of Mississippi and the erection of a college and hospi¬
tal. President Haralson and others urged the necessity of
such a department.

The Iowa State Medical Society, Dr. David S. Fairchild, of
Clinton, President, held its forty-ninth annual session at Des
Moines, Iowa, April 16, 17 and 18. The address of welcome
was delivered by Hon. Sidney A. Foster, of Des Moines, to
which J. M. Emmert, M.D., responded. Many papers on

medicine, surgery, hygiene, etc., were presented. The session
was well attended and much interest evinced. The officers
elected for the ensuing year were : President, E. L. Baker,
M.D., Indianola ; Secretary, J. W. Cockenower, M.D., Des
Moines ; Assistant Secretary, C. C. Tuttle, M.D. ; Treasurer,
Geo.  . Skinner, M.D., Cedar Rapids. The next meeting of
the society will be held at Marshalltown, Iowa.

District of Columbia Medical Association.—At the regular meet¬
ing of the Medical Association of the District of Columbia held
April 7, the following officers for the ensuing year were

elected : President, Dr. W.. P. Carr ; Vice-Presidents, Drs.
Hawkes and Scott ; Secretary, Dr. J. R Wellington ; Treas¬
urer, Dr. H. M. Deetle ; Counselors, Drs. Cook, McLain, Ober,
Holden, Acker, Kober, T. R. Stone, Yarnell and D. O. Leech ;
Censors, Drs. Woodward, Ruffin and Mayfield ; delegates to
the meeting of the American Medical Association to be held
in Atlanta, Ga., May 5, 6, 7, and 8, 1896, Drs. J. T. Johnson,
Kleinschmidt, Belt, Sothoron, Heiberger, Franzoni, L. Eliot
Rich, Woodward, Nordhoff, I. S. Stone, S. Muncaster,
Magruder, Acker, Kober, Bowen, Nash, Wellington, C. G.
Stone, Cook, Fry, Morgan, W. W. Johnston, Van Rensselaer,
Busey, F. Leech, J. F. Thompson, S. S. Adams, Lincoln, Hunt,
McLaughlin, J. D. Morgan, Mayfield, Peter, Suter and Carr.

Medical Association of the District of Columbia.—At a special
meeting of the Association held on the 23d ult. the following
was adopted :

Whereas, There is now pending in both Houses of the Con¬
gress of the United States, a bill entitled "A bill for the fur¬
ther prevention of cruelty to animals," which, if enacted into a
law will prohibit vivisection or animal experimentation in the
District of Columbia, and effectively close the biological labor¬
atories connected with the Surgeon-General's Department of
the United States Army, Bureau of Animal Industry of the
Department of Agriculture, and Marine-Hospital Service, and
prohibit all illustrative experimentation on living animals in
the medical colleges of this District ; and

Whereas, The proposed legislation is being urged with
unremitting zeal and persistence by the humane societies and
their coadjutors throughout the country, by personal solicita¬
tions of Senators and Representatives, by letters and petitions
setting forth charges of cruel and atrocious tortures upon dumb
animals committed by investigators and experimenters in med¬
ical and biologic research, and by misrepresentation and per¬
version of facts established by biologic and experimental
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